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take only the tenth legion and march against the barbarians whom
he did not expect to find an enemy more formidable than the Cimbri,
nor, he added, should they find him a general inferior to Marius.
Upon this, the tenth legion deputed some of their body to pay him
their acknowledgments and thanks, and the other legions blamed their
officers, and all, with great vigor and zeal, followed him many days'
journey, till they encamped within two hundred furlongs of the
enemy. Ariovistus's courage to some extent was cooled upon their
very approach; for never expecting the Romans would attack the
Germans, whom he had thought it more likely they would not venture
to withstand even in defense of their own subjects, he was the more
surprised at Csesar's conduct, and saw his army to "be in consternation.
They were still more discouraged by the prophecies of their holy
women, who foretell the future by observing the eddies of rivers, and
taking signs from the windings and noise of streams, and who now
warned them not to engage before the next new moon appeared.
Caesar having had intimation of this, and seeing the Germans lie
still, thought it expedient to attack them whilst they were under these
apprehensions, rather than sit still and wait their time. Accordingly
he made his approaches to the strongholds and hills on which they
lay encamped, and so galled and fretted them that at last they came
down with great fury to engage. But he gained a signal victory, and
pursued them for four hundred furlongs, as far as the Rhine; all of
which space was covered with spoils and bodies of the slain. Ariovis-
tus made shift to pass the Rhine with the small remains of an army,
for it is said the number of the slain amounted to eighty thousand.
After this action, Caesar left his army at their winter quarters in
the country of the Sequani, and, in order to attend to affairs at Rome,
went into that part of Gaul which lies on the Po, and was part of
his province; for the river Rubicon divides Gaul, which is on this
side the Alps, from the rest of Italy. There he sat down and em-
ployed himself in courting people's favor; great numbers coming to
him continually, and always finding their requests answered; for he
never failed to dismiss all with present pledges of his kindness in
hand, and further hopes for the future. And during all this time of
the war in Gaul, Pompey never observed how Caesar was on the one
hand using the arms of Rome to effect his conquests, and on the
other was gaining over and securing to himself the favor of the
Romans with the wealth which those conquests obtained him. But
when he heard that the Belgse, who were the most powerful of all
the Gauls, and inhabited a third part of the country, were revolted,
and had got together a great many thousand men in arms, he imme-
diately set out and took his way hither with great expedition, and
falling upon the enemy as they were ravaging the Gauls, his allies, he
soon defeated and put to flight the largest and least scattered division